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cat becomes responsive to other features which at first
did not arouse reaction; and (5) that all of these re-
actions are of the nature of preparatory reactions, lead-
ing towards the consummation of escape and eating,
and that without the drive towards this consummatory
reaction, none of these particular preparatory reactions
would be evoked, but still others, such as lying down and
purring, might take their place. Simple animal be-
havior thus furnishes a fairly complete outline of the
psychology of selection and control; and it is only
necessary to elaborate each of these five points and to
show their application at different levels of behavior,
including the intellectual and moral life of man.

MULTIPLE POSSIBILITIES  OF REACTION

Evidently there would be no room for selection except
for the existence in the individual of two or more mech-
anisms responsive to the same object or situation.
Jennings1 has demonstrated varied reaction in the low-
est forms of animals. Often a protozoan possesses two
forms of avoiding reaction, the one, less energetic, con-
sisting in a simple contraction or bending aside; the
other, more energetic and efficacious, amounting to
flight. Which of these reactions shall actually be
aroused by a given stimulus depends not only on the
stimulus, but also on the inner condition of the animal,
which in turn is largely determined by the stimuli that
have gone just before. A weak but somewhat harmful
stimulus gives at first the weak avoiding reaction, but
if repeated at short intervals comes in time to produce
flight. A stimulus that is harmless, though much like

1 Behavior of the Lower Organisms, New York, 1906..,